CURRENT STATE OF THE SPANISH GBIF NODE (August 2002)
The Spanish CSIC, Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Científicas (Spanish Higher Scientific Research Council) has been commissioned by the Ministry of Science and Technology to set up and co-ordinate the Spanish GBIF node. The node will rely mostly on the expertise and knowledge of the National Museum of Natural Sciences and the Royal Botanical Garden, both in Madrid and CSIC's research institutes.

A proposal and work plan were prepared and presented to the Ministry to be considered for financial support. This proposal has been finally approved. The resolution by which the Ministry of Science and Technology entrust the CSIC to carry out the implementation of the Spanish node and transfers the funds for that purpose published in the Government official Journal on July the 12th (http://www.boe.es/boe/dias/2002-07-12/tiffs/A25605.tif).
We are eager to start the real work --according to the action plan-- next September

	ESBIF,  the Spanish node of GBIF

Conceived as a federation of databases made up of the centers associated to the network (CAR) and organized by a coordination unit (UC). 

It will: 

· Design a Spanish system of information on biodiversity.. 

· Establish and support a coherent national strategy for computerizing data on biodiversity. 

· Provide technical support in this regard. 

Proposal and action plan available at: 


http://www.rjb.csic.es/gbif-esp/sp-node.pdf



